
My Encounters with CSNY 

by Gary Goltz 
 

On Thursday, September 12, 1996, I went to see a concert of my favorite singer/song writer 

Neil Young at Irvine Meadows, in Southern California. My friend suggested I drive my 1955 

Broderick Crawford Highway Patrol Buick, as he had knew Neil was a classic collector. After the 

show, I was allowed to park my Buick next to Neil's tour bus. 

The tour bus itself was a tribute to classic Buicks. It had two 48 Roadmaster roofs mounted on 

the top, with a 48 Roadmaster grill mounted on the front, and 61 Buick tail lights mounted on 

its rear. It also had a set of 54 Buick portholes on its side. 

 

After a short wait, Neil came out of the stage exit on his way to the bus. Upon seeing my 

Highway Patrol car he paused to admire it with a true Buick lover's glow in his eyes. I played the 

Highway Patrol theme song through the car's P.A. system. This brought a smile to Neil and the 

estimated 30 people that had gathered around. I switched to a new Neil Young CD (Mirror Ball).  

With my ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ .ǳƛŎƪΩs mike still in his hand, Neil began singing along to the first track in front 

of the crowd that had formed. I asked to get a picture and Neil ordered Eliot Roberts (his 

manager who had been haggling with me to sell Neil my car to which Neil just rolled his eyes at 

me to ignore) TAKE IT then handed him my camera.  The result is the one above. 

A year later the HORDE Festival seeing Neil, I wore a tee shirt I had made with the picture of us 

on it.  When I got to go back stage after the show Neil walked past me and looking pretty tired.  



L ȅŜƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǎŀƛŘ άƘŜȅ Ƴŀƴ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘέΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ L ǎŀƛŘ ƭƻƻƪ 

ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǎƘƛǊǘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƎƭŀƴŎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǎƳƛƭŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άL 

remember you aƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƻƭ .ǳƛŎƪέΦ I asked him to sign the shirt which he did while I was 

ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ L ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŜŀǊ ƛǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ L 

was going to have it framed.  Below is the signed tee shirt along with the mic hew sang into. 

 

For those who may not know, Neil's song Long May You Run is a tribute to his 48 Buick 

Roadmaster hearse he called Mort. It the one he was driving in Los Angeles back in 1966 when 

he ran into Stephen Stills and formed the Buffalo Springfield. I have since further dedicated the 

song to my 1955 Broderick Crawford Highway Patrol Buick too. 

               

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=g9-iOntU0cc


In March of 2002, I met David Crosby and Graham Nash back stage at a CSNY show in San Diego with 

my wife Sharon and got this great picture of the four of us.   

 

A few months later in June I met Crosby again backstage at a CPR show in Pasadena this time wearing 

a {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ CSNY caricature t-shirt which he apparently had never seen. Crosby was so enamored 

with it that L ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ right off you man.  I thought about it 

for about a second then literally gave him the shirt off my back!  I figured it would make a great story. 

           

Right before I gave Cros the t-shirt and back in 1974 when I first saw CSNY 

L ŀǎƪŜŘ /Ǌƻǎōȅ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƴƻΦ  {ƻ L ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 

with him as my son had refreshed my memory prior to the show.  It entailed Crosby encounters 

.ŀǊƴŜȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ aƻŜΩǎ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴΦ .ŀǊƴŜȅ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳs ά5ŀǾƛŘ /ǊƻǎōȅΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ  /Ǌƻǎōȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎΣ 

άȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ ƳǳǎƛŎΚέ  ¢ƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ .ŀǊƴŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΚέ  Crosby cracked-up and thanked me 

profusely for the shirt.  My friend Ian who was nearby, kindly supplied me with his Levi jacket to wear.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69Mz3jJmxHE&feature=share&list=UUtYlsim8ml-E-ExMx2hg5Bw


 

I finally got to meet Stephen Stills who was with his lovely wife Kristen at a Beverly Hills book signing 

for Judy CollinsΩ autobiography; Sweet Judy Blues Eyes, on Monday, February 4, 2013. 

 

Then on Thursday, November 7, 2013 I ran into Neil at the annual SEMA show in the Las Vegas 

Convention Center. Neil was a featured speaker at this world renowned aftermarket auto 

performance accessory exhibition where his 1959 LincVolt classic car he had converted to run on 

batteries was on display. 

http://goltzjudo.com/Stills%20on%20Judy%20Collins%202-13.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LincVolt


This time I got a picture with Neil in front of his car.  We talk for about 5 minutes on array of subjects 

including our mutual love of Buicks, the recent Bridge show, CSNY doing a tour next year, and more. 

 

I also got an opportunity to meet and talk to bŜƛƭΩǎ son Ben who was with him at the SEMA show.  

  



On April 13, 2013 my good friend Joni Milken and I went see an exhibit of photography of Graham 

Nash at the famous Morrison Hotel Gallery near Hollywood.  There we ran into Graham as well as 

long time CSNY photographer Joel Bernstein.  

 

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ [ŀǳǊŜƭ /ŀƴȅƻƴ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

the classic rock photographer, Henry Diltz who shot covers for CSN, Doors, Eagles, etc. to name a few.   

  

These pictures were also taken in April 2014. 

https://www.morrisonhotelgallery.com/galleries/default.aspx?galleryID=15
https://youtu.be/26WVPhVZ0lM

